'HISTRIOMASTIX'

mythical, had competed with Biblical, and become
the more popular as the secular spirit gained the
upper hand; but in Holland in the seventeenth cen-
tury Vondel preferred to the classical and patriotic
themes of Hooft stories from the Bible or the legends
of the saints, presented with the utmost seriousness
and all the wealth of poetry, declamatory and lyrical,
of which he had command. But the furious Puritan-
ism which speaks in Prynne's treatise would have
none of it. If there is anything worse than a drama
which revives pagan deities and legends, it is that
which profanes things Christian by bringing them
upon the stage, 'As the historicall passages of the
Old Testament, so the historic of Christ's death, and
the celebration of His blessed Sacraments are often
prophaned in theatricall enterludes, especially by
Popish Priests and Jesuites in foraigne parts: Who
as they have turned the Sacrament of Christ's body
and blood into a Masse-play; so they have likewise
transformed their Masse itself, together with the
whole story of Christ's birth, his life, his Passion, and
all other parts of their Ecclesiastical service into
Stage-Playes. . . . Ludovicus Vives complains that it
was the custome of the Priests and Papists in his age,
when as the solemnity of Christs death was cele-
brated, to exhibit plays unto the people, not much
different from those ancient Pagan Enterludes. . . .
There Judas is derided, uttering the most foolish
things he can devise, whiles he betrayes Christ. There
the Disciples flie, the souldiers pursuing them, and
that not without the derision and laughter, both of
the actors and spectators. There Peter cuts off the
ear of Malchus, the ignorant multitude applauding
him, as if by this means the captivity of Christ were
sufficiently revenged. And a little after he who had
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